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2016 CPA Application Round 3 Fact Sheet

DEADLINES:
Pre-Application:
March 4, 2016 @ Noon 
Full Application:
May 6, 2016 @ Noon
In the November 2012 election Beverly voters adopted the Community Preservation Act (CPA).  The CPA establishes a local, dedicated fund for the purpose of undertaking open space, historic preservation, community housing, and outdoor recreation projects.  The fund is financed by a property tax surcharge along with annual disbursements from a statewide CPA Trust Fund. Beverly adopted the CPA at a rate of 1%, with exemptions the first $100,000 of residential property value, for qualifying moderate-income seniors, and for low and moderate income households. 

The Beverly Community Preservation Committee (CPC) is responsible for implementing CPA and selecting projects for funding. The application process for Round 3 is now open.

In this CPA in Beverly, how much funding is available?

With the 1% surcharge, Beverly’s taxpayers will contribute over $600,000 to the city fund this year in addition to a State distribution that has historically been approximately between 25-30% of local revenue. 10% of which must be spent or set aside in three main categories of CPA – Open Space, Historic Preservation, and Community Housing.  The remaining money is placed in a general reserve account and can be spent on any of the three main categories in addition to outdoor recreation projects. 
Who can apply?

Anyone can apply for CPA funds for eligible projects in four categories, as defined in the Community Preservation Act – Open Space, Historic Preservation, Community Housing, and Recreation. A chart of allowable uses for CPA funds is here:

http://www.beverlyma.gov/docs/Community%20Preservation%20/Document%20Links/DOR-Allowable-Uses-2012.pdf
How do I apply?

The Beverly Community Preservation Committee has established a two-part application process:

1. Pre-Application to confirm project eligibility

2. Full Application

Application materials are here:

http://www.beverlyma.gov/boards-commissions/community-preservation-committee/
For Historic Preservation Projects, how do I know if my property is historic?

According to the CPA law, projects under the Historic Preservation category must be either listed in the State Register of Historic Places, or determined by the Beverly Historic District Commission to be significant to the history, archaeology, architecture or culture of Beverly. Applicants in the Historic Preservation Category must complete an Application for a Determination of Historic Significance and submit to the HDC. Application here: 
http://www.beverlyma.gov/boards-commissions/historics-district-commission/applications/
The HDC application deadlines are: Wednesday January 20, 2016 by close of business day to be considered at the January 27, 2016 meeting & Wednesday February 17, 2016 by close of business day to be considered at the February 24, 2016 meeting.

What is the schedule?

March 4, 2016: 
            Pre-Applications & Determinations of Historic Significance are due  

March 18, 2016: 
            The Beverly CPC invites full applications for eligible projects

May 6, 2016:                     Full Applications are due

Early September 2016:     Beverly CPC makes funding recommendations to City Council

September/October 2016:
Award announcements
How are projects selected?

Projects that have been determined eligible under the CPA law will be invited to submit full applications. The CPC will evaluate projects using the Evaluation Criteria found here:

http://www.beverlyma.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/CPC-Project-Evaluation-Criteria-Revised-January-2015.pdf
Please note that the CPC may recommend partial funding for projects in some cases.

Resources

Beverly Community Preservation Committee

http://www.beverlyma.gov/boards-commissions/community-preservation-committee/
Staff: Amy Maxner, Environmental Planner

Phone: 978-921-6000 ext. 2343

Fax: 978-921-6187

amaxner@beverlyma.gov
Beverly Historic District Commission

http://www.beverlyma.gov/boards-commissions/historics-district-commission/
Staff: Allison Crosbie, Associate Planner
Phone 978-921-6000 ext. 2343

Fax: 978-921-6187

acrosbie@beverlyma.gov
Beverly Assessor’s Office

For information and forms related to CPA exemptions visit the Assessor’s website

http://www.beverlyma.gov/departments/city-assessor
Community Preservation Coalition

This state-wide non-profit is a clearinghouse for CPA law, hosts a database of statewide CPA projects, and provides technical assistance for implementing CPA.

http://communitypreservation.org/
