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MEMORANDUM 

  

To:  Robert Griffin  

  Griffin Engineering Group 

 

Date:  3/9/15 

 

From:  Laura Rutledge 

  Landscape Architect 

 

RE:  11-15 Sunnycrest Avenue Beverly MA 

  Site Analysis   

 

   

A site visit of the property at 11-15 Sunnycrest Avenue was conducted on March 3, 2015. In attendance 

were; Jesse Blanchette from Griffin Engineering Group and Laura Rutledge, Landscape Architect. The 

purpose of the visit was to review the property and discuss the opportunities and constraints for site 

planning and open space preservation. 

 

Following are the observations;  

 

1. Site Analysis – The site was viewed from Sunnycrest Avenue adjacent to the existing house 

structure, # 15 Sunnycrest Avenue. The site was snow covered. Two existing mature trees stand 

on the house property worth noting. An existing mature deciduous maple tree located behind the 

house is in poor health and shows signs of decay. A mature ornamental tree along the eastern 

property line may be in declining health due to its age and branching structure. Surrounding the 

house is sapling trees and scrub understory plantings. A more extensive review of the entire site 

should be conducted after the snow melts. 

 

2. The existing conditions plan prepared by Griffin Engineers, dated 2/25/15, indicates the remainder 

of the property to the south consists of wetlands and woodland area surrounded by existing 

residences. There are minimal areas with steep slopes that are indicated on the existing condition 

plan.  

 

3. Site Plans – I have reviewed the draft development plans, Concept Layout Plans A and B dated 

2/25/15 prepared by Griffin Engineers and have the following comments. Both proposed 

development plans show the layout of houses clustered on the northern half of the site with 

contiguous open space on the southern half of the property. This type of development would 

encourage preservation of the existing wetlands and open space and protect existing wildlife 

habitat on the site.  

 

In conclusion, I find that given the existing condition of the site and the proposed concept designs, there is 

ample opportunity for open space preservation and housing development that will be responsible to both 

the site and the neighborhood. 


