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COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT’S DRAFT DECISION RE:  BEVERLY’S WATERFRONT
January 5, 2015 – Beverly MA – The Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) has issued their Boundary Review Report relative to the Beverly Harbor Designated Port Area (DPA). The report is a necessary step in the review process conducted by CZM to determine whether or not the land or water located within the DPA is suitable for water dependent industrial use according to criteria set by state regulations, and ultimately, whether or not the boundary of the DPA should be altered. The Beverly DPA currently encompasses property located along the Beverly Inner Harbor east of the Salem/ Beverly Bridge beginning with the former McDonald’s property and continues east around Tucks Point to include parcels located on Silver Court. The report concludes by finding that none of the land and associated water areas within the DPA meet the criteria for determining suitability to accommodate water dependent industrial use and recommends the Beverly DPA be removed in its entirety.

The City of Beverly formally requested CZM initiate a Boundary Review process for the Beverly DPA in April, 2014 as part of a broader review of current land use and future development opportunity for the Beverly waterfront. A series of public meetings were conducted by the City of Beverly this past summer in conjunction with the boundary review to identify an appropriate mix of land uses and the scale of development seeking to activate the waterfront and make it more accessible to the broader community while continuing to support existing uses. The public input will culminate in a proposed zoning amendment to be submitted to the City Council for consideration early in 2015.

Mayor Mike Cahill said, “I would like to thank the citizens of Beverly for their participation in this public process.  I also want to thank members of my administration for their hard work, the City Council for their support during this process, and CZM for making a thoughtful decision regarding our waterfront.  Our goal has always been to add uses, not subtract them, at our waterfront and this is a crucial step towards achieving this.  We look forward to smart, thoughtful development, which will provide public accommodations and a destination to live, dine, shop, work and relax.”  
Ward 2 City councilor Estelle Rand said; “I commend Mayor Cahill for initiating the DPA review, and also the Planning Department. under Aaron Clausen's direction for preparing the interim zoning in time for this moment.  I am excited to continue working with the Planning Department on the new waterfront zoning with the goal of preserving our waterfront fishing industry, maritime history, and open space while allowing for more comfortable public access and amenities on our waterfront.”

 “The report provides a comprehensive review of current land uses within the DPA and a clear logic in making their recommendation. It is also consistent with what public input has been telling us during the waterfront planning process” stated Director of Planning and Development Aaron Clausen.
A 30-day public comment period begins January 5th and will include a public hearing conducted by CZM January 22nd starting at 6:00 P.M. at Beverly City Hall Council Chamber. A final report and determination relative to the Beverly DPA will be issued by CZM no later than 60 days following the close of the public comment period on February 4th. A copy of the report may be found on the City of Beverly web page at: www.beverlyma.gov/departments/planning under “Beverly Harbor Planning Process”. 

