Beverly’s Open Spaces
School Playgrounds

Ayers Ryal Side Elementary School
Beverly High School
Briscoe Middle School
Centerville Elementary School/Cahill Park
Cove Elementary School
Hannah Elementary School
McKeown Elementary School
North Beverly Elementary School
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Ayers Ryal Side Elementary School

40 Woodland Avenue

Size: 9.7 acres (including school building area)

Parking:  Paved parking lot adjacent to the school.

Accessibility:  Designated handicap parking in the school parking lot.

Comments:  Ayers Elementary School is located in the Ryal Side neighborhood, which is very densely developed.  This playground is primarily used by the school children and is relatively quiet during off-school hours.

Amenities:

· Play structure and swing set,

· Tot lot,

· Basketball court,

· Soccer field,

· Adjacent to City-owned open space – Green’s Hill (Information on Green’s Hill can be found in the “Parks for Passive Recreation” Inventory).

Best time to visit:  The Ayers Elementary School children use this playground during the school day.  Please feel free to visit during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: There are no walking or hiking trails on this property.  However, the property is adjacent to Green’s Hill, which has a loop trail along the Bass River.

Cycle:  This playground is not conducive to cycling within its borders.

Bird Watch:  Since this property is adjacent to Green’s Hill, the bird viewing can be great, especially in the spring and summer.  See the Green’s Hill page for a description of the types of birds you are most likely to see here.

View Wildlife:  There is limited wildlife that roams the playground.

View Wildflowers:  Wildflowers can be found along the edges of the fields.

Active Recreation: Basketball, soccer, hiking on Green’s Hill
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Beverly High School

100 Sohier Road
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Size: 50 acres (including school building area)

Parking:  Beverly High School has a large parking lot located off of Sohier Road in front of the auditorium.  There is a smaller staff parking lot on Sohier Road as well, but in front of the main entrance to the building.  The school also has several more parking spaces surrounding the entire building.  All of the parking spaces are paved.

Accessibility:  Beverly High School is ADA accessible.  The fields, however, do not have pathways so maneuverability over the grass can be difficult.

Comments:  BHS is currently undergoing a major overhaul.  The existing field house and auditorium will remain in their current locations while a large, 4-story building will be constructed adjacent to these facilities.  The current academic wings will gradually be demolished.  Project construction began in the summer of 2008 and will take several years to be completed.

As a result of this major construction project, the outdoor fields are unavailable for use.  Please visit the high school construction website for further information.  This site can be accessed from the Beverly Public School website: http://www.beverlyschools.org/district/.

Amenities:

· Baseball field,

· Softball field,

· Lacrosse and soccer fields,

· Track, and

· Basketball court.
Best time to visit:  The Beverly High School gym students use the facilities at the school throughout the day.  Also, the high school buzzes with activity after school during the fall and spring sports seasons.  Please feel free to visit and use the facilities when after-school sports activities are done, during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: ¼-mile track for walking or running

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, softball, lacrosse, soccer, basketball, walking/running
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Briscoe Middle School

7 Sohier Road
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Size: 6.5 acres (including school building area)

Parking:  A small lot, paved on the Sohier Road side of the school, a small, paved lot in front of the school and several paved and marked spaces across Colon Street.
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Accessibility:  Briscoe Middle School is accessible.  The fields behind the school are grassy, making maneuverability difficult.  There are designated handicap parking spaces in the small side lot.

Comments:  Briscoe has a large grassy area behind the school.  It is primarily used by the students during gym class or during after school activities.

Amenities:

· Soccer field,

· Unlined basketball court

Best time to visit:  The Briscoe Middle School students use the facilities at the school throughout the day.  Please feel free to visit and use the facilities when after-school sports activities are done, during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Soccer
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Cahill Park/Centerville Playground

17 Hull Street

At the intersection of Hull and Essex Streets, Centerville neighborhood
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Size: 12.48 acres

Parking:  There is street parking available along Hull Street.  Visitors may also park in the school parking lot, which is accessed off of Hull Street.  Parking here is only allowed during off-school hours as well as during the summer.

Accessibility:  The amenities at Cahill Park are accessible and located adjacent to accessible pathways.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces along Hull Street, but there are some located in the school parking lot.
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Comments:  This park is in a relatively dense neighborhood and located adjacent to the Centerville Elementary School.  The facilities are well used, especially the sports fields.

Amenities:
· Play structure and swings,

· Baseball diamond,

· Tennis courts,

· Basketball court,

· Soccer field, and

· Water fountain, benches, picnic tables.

Best time to visit:  The Centerville Elementary School children use this playground.  Please feel free to visit during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, tennis, basketball, soccer
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Cove Elementary School

20 Eisenhower Avenue
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Size:  9.0 acres (including school building area)

Parking:  Parking lot is located adjacent to the school.

Accessibility:  The parking area is accessible with a paved pathway that leads from the paved area to the play structure and soccer fields.
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Comments:  The Cove Elementary School playground is primarily used by the school children and is relatively quiet during off-school hours.

Amenities:  
· Play structure and

· Soccer field.

Best time to visit:  The Cove Elementary School students use the facilities at the school throughout the day.  Please feel free to visit and use the facilities when after-school sports activities are done, during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation:  Soccer
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Hannah Elementary School

41R Brimbal Avenue

Size: 1.0 acre

Parking:  Parking is available in the school parking lot during off-school hours.  There is also a parking area near the fields, which is accessed by a second entrance off of Brimbal Avenue.

Accessibility:  There are level, accessible pathways that lead to the fields and swing set.  There are also designated handicap parking spaces in the school parking lot.  However, the play structures are not accessible.

Comments:  This is an attractive, tree-lined site with a brook running through it.  The field is shared with Little League in the summer and soccer in the fall.  This school park is located adjacent to city-owned open space located to the north of the school as well as near the Kelleher Pond.

Amenities:

· Swing set,

· Baseball field,

· ½ Basketball court,

· Schoolyard games: hopscotch, four square, etc.

· Play structure and tot lot,

· Soccer field, 

· Metal picnic table and small plastic tot picnic table, and 

· Water fountain.

Best time to visit:  Visit in the warmer months to enjoy the play structures and to play soccer, baseball or basketball.  Wintertime brings opportunities for cross-country skiing from the Hannah School property to adjacent public land to the north.

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  There is a small walking trail along the edge of the property.  Also, due to its proximity to larger open space areas, visitors may park here and access more natural environs.

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: Bird watching is best in the spring and summer with limited viewing opportunities in the fall and winter.  This area has a few thickets and fringe beneath mature hardwoods (oak, ash, maple), which are good for bird habitat.

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball, soccer
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McKeown Elementary School

70 Balch Street

Size:  6.5 acres (including school building area)

Parking:  Parking lot located in front of school.

Accessibility:  There is no accessible path that leads from the parking lot to the fields behind the school.  There is a paved pathway from the sidewalk along Balch Street to a pathway that leads to the Shoe Pond Walkway along the western side of the school property.

Comments:  McKeown will no longer be utilized as a school starting September 2008.

Amenities:

· Play structure,

· Fields,

· Beginning of walkway that borders the adjacent Shoe Pond (the majority of this walkway is located on private property.

Best time to visit:  The McKeown students use the facilities at the school throughout the day.  Please feel free to visit and use the facilities when after-school sports activities are done, during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: There are not walking trails on the school property, but it is located adjacent to the Shoe Pond Walkway (Information on the Shoe Pond Walkway can be found in the “Parks for Passive Recreation” Inventory.

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: Bird watching opportunities on the school property are few and far between.  The bird watching along the adjacent Shoe Pond Walkway is better.

View Wildlife: Same situation as the bird watching on this site.  Please see Shoe Pond Walkway for a description of the wildlife that calls the area home.

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Fields for kickball and informal soccer and baseball games
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North Beverly Elementary School

48 Putnam Road

Size: 5.89 acres

Parking:  Parking is available in the school parking lot during off-school hours.

Accessibility:  There are designated handicap parking spaces in the school parking lot.  Visitors are able to access the basketball court and playing fields from the parking lot.  

Comments:  This park is used predominantly by the children attending the elementary school.  However, it provides an open space area for the neighborhood, which is densely developed.  This property is located adjacent to city-owned land near Norwood Pond.  Visitors to the school park are able to access the Norwood Pond trail system.

Boundless Playground: Parents of North Beverly school children as well as community groups throughout Beverly are raising money to construct a “Boundless Playground” at the elementary school.  This playground will incorporate activities for children of all ability levels: access ramps instead of steps, a musical wall especially suited for autistic children and climbing areas built on rubberized surfaces to cushion falls.  As of fall 2008, organizers have raised approximately 25% of the $106,000 needed to build the playground; organizers hope to begin construction in August of 2009.

Amenities:

· Soccer field,

· Schoolyard games like hopscotch and four square, and

· Basketball court.

Best time to visit:  The North Beverly Elementary students use the facilities at the school throughout the day.  Please feel free to visit and use the facilities when after-school sports activities are done, during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  Due to its proximity to larger open space areas, visitors may park here and access more natural environs.

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: Bird watching is best in the spring and summer with limited viewing opportunities in the fall and winter.  This area has a few thickets and fringe beneath mature hardwoods (oak, ash, maple), which are good for bird habitat.

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Soccer, basketball













