
Beverly’s Open Spaces

Playgrounds and Playing Fields

Ahern Park/Goldway Playground                   
Balch Playground
Bartlett Gardens/Norman S. Gilbert Park


 Bessie Baker Park
Beverly Golf and Tennis Club
Birch Plains Park
Cahill Park/Centerville Playground
Cooney Field
Dix Park
Gillis Park/Goat Hill/Pleasantview
Femino Park/Lindsey Park
Harry Ball Field
Heller-Hubis Park/McKay Playground
Herlihy Park/Livingstone Playground
Holcroft Park/Gage Street Playground
Hurd Stadium
Innocenti Park
Kimball Haskell Park/Cove Playground
Lynch Park
Lyons Park/Dane Street Beach
Obear Park
Sally Milligan Park
Sam Carattu Park/Park Street Playground
Vittori Park/Brown Park
Photos courtesy of David Brewster and Sylvan Menezes, Open Space and Recreation Committee members
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(Return to list)
Ahern Park/Goldway Playground

Fayette and Pleasant Streets

Size: 1.43 acres

Parking:  Parking is available for five vehicles.

Accessibility:  Accessibility at this park is rated as “Fair.”  Amenities are accessible with accessible pathways.  There is one designated handicap space in the parking area.  The park is predominantly grass with limited paved walkways.

Comments:  This park serves only as a neighborhood pocket park due to its size and location.  The playground equipment was replaced in 1998.

Amenities: 

· A play structure and swing set, 

· A basketball court and fields for kickball and t-ball,

· A water fountain and benches

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can play basketball or kickball.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Basketball, t-ball, kickball

(Return to list)
Balch Playground

Balch and Cabot Streets
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Size: 5.3 acres

Parking: Large parking area, accessible from Balch Street.  There is also limited street parking available along Cabot Street.

Accessibility:  Balch Park has been rated “Good” for accessibility.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces, but many are accessible due to the flat, paved surface of the parking lot.  There are accessible amenities located adjacent to accessible, crushed stone pathways.  
Comments:  Balch Park is located adjacent to the historic Balch House.  This is the most heavily-used basketball court in the city; it is the home to an adult summer league in addition to city-wide use.    The baseball and soccer fields are used to the maximum by the Babe Ruth League and the Beverly High School teams in the spring and summer.  In fall, the soccer field, which traverses the outfield, is used by both youth and high school soccer.

Renovations were undertaken in early 2000, funded in part by grants from the Department of Housing and Community Development and the Massachusetts Community Development Block Grant Program.  Improvements included construction of a new parking lot at Balch Street and new tot-lot and playground area for school-age children supplied with modern play equipment.  The two derelict tennis courts were resurfaced and enclosed with a new fence to create the street hockey rink.  Benches were installed throughout the park as well as new chain link fencing along the first and third baseball field for improved safety.

Amenities:
· A play structure and swings, 
· Picnic tables and benches, 
· Bike rack,
· Water fountain,
· Regulation-sized baseball diamond, 
· Basketball court,
· Street hockey court, and
· Grassy fields that are used for soccer, tot soccer and kickball.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can play basketball, hockey or baseball.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball, street hockey, soccer

(Return to list)
Bartlett Gardens/Norman S. Gilbert Park

Bartlett and Stone Streets

Size: 4.5 acres

Parking:  Parking is available for approximately eight vehicles.  However, there are no painted lines on the pavement designating the spaces.

Accessibility:  The majority of the amenities is accessible and located adjacent to accessible pathways.  There is a potential for handicap parking spaces, but currently there are no markings or signage.
Comments:  This neighborhood park was completely refurbished in 1999.  A newly resurfaced basketball court make this park a popular spot for ball games.   

Amenities: 

· A play structure and swing set,

· Softball field,

· Basketball court,

· Benches and picnic tables, and

· A water fountain.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can play basketball or softball.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: Not conducive to cycling

Bird Watch: Look in the bordering woodlands and wetlands for year-round bird species, including black-capped chickadees, nuthatches, house sparrows, blue jays, northern cardinals, titmice and woodpeckers.

View Wildlife:  Wildlife is more abundant in the warmer months.  In the spring, listen for spring peepers and wood frogs.  In the summer you may see a raccoon, woodchuck or skunk at dawn or dusk.

View Wildflowers: Wildflowers bloom along the edges of the park in the spring, summer and fall.

Active Recreation: Softball, basketball

(Return to list)
Bessie Baker Park

Cabot Street and Odell Avenue

Behind the Rite Aid plaza

Size: 2.3 acres

Parking:  Public parking is located adjacent to the Rite Aid parking lot off of Cabot Street.  Park users also utilize spaces in the strip mall that borders the park.

Accessibility:  The play structures at Bessie Baker have accessible components, but there are no accessible entryways into the area where the play structure sits.  There is one designated handicapped parking space in the small parking lot that is to the right of the shopping center lot and there are two designated spaces in the shopping center lot, near the park’s entrance.  Access ramps throughout the park are in poor condition.

Comments:  Bessie Baker Park is in the center of a congested neighborhood and is near the downtown area.  The park is heavily used by local residents and Little League teams.  The field was reconstructed with an irrigation system in 1997.  The basketball court was repaved, seal coated and striped in 2000; at this same time, new backboards and standards were also installed.  New playground equipment, including a tot-lot and swing set, were installed in the summer of 2008.
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Amenities:
· A play structure and swing set (both are brand new in 2008), 

· Baseball field and basketball court, and

· A water fountain. 

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can play basketball or baseball.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball

(Return to list)
Beverly Golf and Tennis Club

134 McKay Street
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Size:  160 acres

Parking: Large parking lot located off of McKay Street.  Separate parking area for the tennis courts is located adjacent to the main parking lot.

Accessibility:  The facility is rated as “Fair” for accessibility.  There are several designated handicap parking spaces in the paved parking lot.  There is a ramp into the clubhouse, but once inside, there is no wheelchair access to the basement or second floor.  There is a crushed stone pathway to the tennis facilities, but no ramp into the tennis clubhouse.

Comments:  The Beverly Golf & Tennis Club was built in 1910 by the United Shoe Machinery Corporation (United Shoe), which, at that time, was the largest employer in the City and one of the world’s leading manufacturers of shoemaking equipment. The Clubhouse was a social and recreational facility for the United Shoes employees. The company was at the forefront of voluntarily undertaking actions for the improvement of the working and living conditions of its employees.

United Shoe employees used the Clubhouse and adjacent grounds for a variety of athletic and other recreational activities until 1971 when the Clubhouse and surrounding 300 acres were sold to a private developer. In 1978, the City purchased the Clubhouse and 168 acres, which the City continued to use as a golf course. The developer retained the additional 132 acres for housing and conservation.

On November 26, 1982, the City’s nomination of the Clubhouse for listing in the National Register was approved and on the same day it was also included in the Massachusetts State Register of Historic Places.
Amenities:
· 18-hole golf course with practice putting area and driving range,

· 10 clay tennis courts,

· Sledding and cross country skiing during the winter months,

· Function facilities, and

· Restaurant and bar.

Best time to visit:  The golf course is closed to non-golfing people during the golf season due to safety concerns.  The public may walk around the course during the off-season.  The restaurant and bar are open year-round.  The clay tennis courts are open from the late spring to early fall.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: Walking the golf course pathways is prohibited during golfing season due to safety concerns.  However during the winter months visitors may hike, snow shoe, or cross country ski on the course.  Please respect the hard work of the golf management group while visiting this property.

Cycle:  Cycling is not allowed on this property.

Bird Watch:  The golf course provides great habitat for birds.  However, since the course is closed to visitors during golf season, bird viewing is limited to the non-golfing public.

View Wildlife:  Wildlife is abundant throughout the golf course.  The best times to view wildlife is at dawn or dusk throughout the year.

View Wildflowers:  Wildflower viewing is best in the spring and summer.

Active Recreation: Golf, tennis

(Return to list)
Birch Plains Park

Corner of L.P. Henderson Road and Cabot Street
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Size:  Approximately 18 acres

Parking: Gravel parking lot located off of L.P. Henderson Road.

Accessibility:  This park is fairly accessible.  The concession stand and restrooms are accessible, but there are no pathways on the property.  The grass makes maneuverability in a wheelchair difficult.  There are two designated handicap parking spaces in the gravel parking lot near the concession stand.
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Comments:  This area was once a fly ash pit and has since been remediated so that the contaminants no longer pose a threat to the health of the public or of Beverly’s drinking water supply.  The field has been capped and covered with clean fill and soil and is now one of the premier soccer field facilities in the area.  Birch Plains Park hosts games for Beverly’s youth soccer throughout the fall season.

Amenities:
· Soccer fields,

· Concession stand, and

· Bathroom facilities.

Best time to visit:  Weeknight evenings and Saturday mornings bring out the youth soccer teams during the warmer months.  Visit Birch Plains Park when the soccer fields are empty during the spring, summer and fall to bird watch.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: Keep your eyes open and you may see a wide variety of year-round songbirds or migratory species as they rest on their way north and south.

View Wildlife: There is very little wildlife in and around this park.

View Wildflowers:  Wetland plants and wildflowers bloom in the spring along the fringes of the soccer fields.

Active Recreation: Soccer

(Return to list)
Cahill Park/Centerville Playground

17 Hull Street

At the intersection of Hull and Essex Streets, Centerville neighborhood
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Size: 12.48 acres

Parking:  There is street parking available along Hull Street.  Visitors may also park in the school parking lot, which is accessed off of Hull Street.  Parking here is only allowed during off-school hours as well as during the summer.

Accessibility:  The amenities at Cahill Park are accessible and located adjacent to accessible pathways.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces along Hull Street, but there are some located in the school parking lot.
Comments:  This park is in a relatively dense neighborhood and located adjacent to the Centerville Elementary School.  The facilities are well-used, especially the sports fields.

Amenities:
· Play structure and swings,

· Baseball diamond,

· Tennis courts,

· Basketball court,

· Soccer field, and

· Water fountain, benches and picnic tables.

Best time to visit:  The Centerville Elementary School children use this playground.  Please feel free to visit during off-school hours, during the weekends and throughout the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, tennis, basketball, soccer

(Return to list)
Cooney Field

East Street

Size: 7.0 acres

Parking: There is a small lot off of Victor Street and off-street parking.

Accessibility:  Cooney Field is predominantly grass, making wheelchair travel difficult.  There are no accessible pathways to the different amenities.  The parking area includes designated handicap parking spaces.
Comments:  This park is located adjacent to Hurd Stadium.  The major use of Cooney Field is for organized sporting events, particularly Babe Ruth baseball and Pop Warner football programs.  The lighted field and spectator seating at Cooney Field make it a popular spot for players and spectators, both during the day and in the evenings.  When sporting events are not in progress, it is occasionally used for informal athletic activities, such as cross-country skiing or jogging, by residents of the neighborhood.

Amenities: 

· Swing set,

· Baseball field with lights and spectator seating,

· Football field with stands at the adjacent Hurd Stadium.

Best time to visit:  Spring, summer and fall.

Activities:
Walk/Hike: There is a short, but attractive path that connects Cooney Field to the parking area for Hurd Stadium on Essex Street.  It runs behind the home stands and is flanked by woodland on one side.

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball with football field located on an adjacent property.

(Return to list)
Dix Park

Haskell Street

Size: 3.5 acres

Parking:  Parking is available on Haskell Street.  Observe no parking areas adjacent to the cross walk on both sides of the street.

Accessibility:  Dix Park is not accessible to individuals with physical challenges.  There is no accessible entrance into the park and no designated handicap parking spaces.

Comments: This is the only park in Beverly Farms.  It serves as an important resource for the neighborhood, providing recreational and open space opportunities located near the Farms’ downtown area.  The park is below street level on Haskell Street with steps that lead visitors to the play structures and fields.   Due to its low elevation, flooding can often be a problem.  New equipment for pre-school and elementary school aged children was installed in 2001 and Beverly’s Department of Public Services made drainage improvements to alleviate some of the flooding issues in 2008.

History:  Prior to the late 19th century, the area that now includes Dix Park was gently sloping farmland through which Chubb’s Brook flowed into a mill pond that was located just north of Hale Street.  During the 1890’s, the Connolly Brothers Construction Company purchased much of the land.  In addition to using the area as the center of their operations, they mined the sandy soil from the hillsides for their landscaping work, thus creating the current steeped-sided basin.

Amenities: 

· Play structure and swing set,

· Softball field,

· Basketball court,

· Two tennis courts,

· Picnic tables and benches, and

· Water fountain.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can take advantage of the playing fields and courts.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Basketball, softball and tennis

(Return to list)
Gillis Park/Pleasant View/Goat Hill

Porter Street
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Size: 3.0 acres

Parking:  There is no off-street parking available at this park.  However, there is street parking along Porter Street.

Accessibility:  This park is not accessible for individuals with physical disabilities; however, some of the amenities are accessible.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces.  The pathways throughout the park are grassy and difficult to maneuver a wheelchair over.

Comments:  This neighborhood park overlooks the Danvers and Bass Rivers.  The beach area is tidal and used primarily by the nearby residents; there is no lifeguard on duty, so you swim at your own risk.  Gillis Park is only one block from the downtown area.

Amenities:  
· Sandy beach with opportunity to swim (no lifeguard),

· Play structure and swing set,

· Basketball court,

· Water fountain, benches and picnic tables.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the beach or play basketball.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: Shore birds are often seen feeding on the exposed mud flats, especially in the spring and fall.  Winter on the tidal river may find coastal seaducks such as bufflehead, red-breasted merganser, common goldeneye and common loon.  A resident flock of mallard may be seen patrolling the river.

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Swimming (no lifeguard), basketball

(Return to list)
Femino Park/Lindsey Park

Lindsey Avenue, Ryal Side neighborhood

Size: 2.5 acres

Parking:  There is only on-street parking available at this facility.

Accessibility:  Femino Park has some accessible amenities.  The areas where the play structures sit are not accessible and there are no designated handicap parking spaces.
Comments:  This is a low-lying open field-type park surrounded by trees.  It is located in a densely populated neighborhood and is heavily used by the residents in Ryal Side.

Amenities:
· Softball field,

· Basketball court,

· Soccer field,

· Play structure and swing set, and 

· Water fountain and benches.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the playing field and basketball court.

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  N/A

Cycle:  N/A

Bird Watch:  Bird viewing is best in the spring and summer with limited viewing opportunities in the fall and winter.  A few edge thickets and fringe mature hardwoods (Ash, Maple, Oak) are good bird habitat.  This park is a resting place for spring migratory birds as well as home to common songbirds.

View Wildlife:  N/A

View Wildflowers:  N/A

Active Recreation: Softball, basketball, soccer

(Return to list)
Harry Ball Field

Route 128 and Essex Street

Size: 5.5 acres

Parking:  There is a large parking lot, which can be accessed off of Essex Street.

Accessibility:  The parking lot at Harry Ball Field has several designated handicap parking spaces.  The park itself is has little slope and accessible pathways to the amenities.  There are bathroom facilities onsite, which are also accessible.
Comments:  This is a large, community park that is utilized primarily for Beverly Little League games.  The facility has been improved in recent years through funding from the Beverly Recreation Department’s enterprise funds.

Amenities:
· Spectator seating,

· Lights in the fields for nighttime games,

· Concession stand, 

· Storage and meeting rooms,

· Announcing facilities, 

· Dugouts and pitching cages, and

· Bathroom facilities.

Best time to visit:  Evenings during little league season so you can catch a game under the lights.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball

(Return to list)
Heller-Hubis Park/McKay Playground

McKay and Sturtevant Streets

Size: 1.0 acres

Parking:  There is only on-street parking available at this facility.

Accessibility:  The entrance to the park is accessible, but the area where the play structure sits is not.  There are no pathways to the amenities, which makes maneuvering a wheelchair difficult.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces.
Comments:  This neighborhood park has recently received a new play structure funded by neighborhood donations.  The one-acre park is a sloping field bordered by streets and homes on two sides.  The park is well used all summer, has active community support and is visited by diverse age groups.

Amenities: 

· Play structure and swing set,

· Basketball court,

· Grassy field,

· Water fountain, benches and picnic tables.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the fields and basketball court.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: There is no walking or hiking path within this park’s borders; however, it is located across McKay Street from the Shoe Pond Walkway (Information on the Shoe Pond Walkway can be found in the “Parks for Passive Recreation” Inventory).

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Basketball

(Return to list)
Herlihy Park/Livingstone Playground

Livingstone Avenue, Ryal Side neighborhood

Size: 3.0 acres

Parking:  On street parking only.

Accessibility:  Herlihy Park has accessible pathways and amenities.  However, there are no designated handicap parking spaces.
Comments:  This is a well-used park and playground located in a densely developed neighborhood in Ryal Side.  Beverly Little League and a youth summer basketball league use the park; students from the nearby Ayers Elementary School also visit the playground.

Amenities:

· Play structure and swing set,

· Baseball field,

· Basketball court,

· Volleyball poles, and

· Water fountain and benches.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the fields and courts.
Activities:

Walk/Hike:  N/A

Cycle:  N/A

Bird Watch:  Bird viewing is best in the spring and summer with limited viewing opportunities in the fall and winter.  A few edge thickets and fringe mature hardwoods (Ash, Oak, Maple) are good bird habitats.  The park is a resting stop for spring migratory birds as well as a year-round home for common songbirds.

View Wildlife:  N/A

View Wildflowers:  N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball, and volleyball.

(Return to list)
Holcroft Park/Gage Street Playground

Gage Street
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Size: 1.0 acre

Parking:  On street parking only.

Accessibility:  Holcroft Park has some accessible amenities; the play areas are accessible as is the basketball court, however there is no berm cut into court. A paved walkway goes throughout the park, but is steep in some areas.  There are no designated handicap parking spaces.
Comments:  Holcroft Park is located in a high-density area with a mix of multi-family and single-family homes as well as some commercial properties.  The playground is divided into two levels with a pre-school age playground on the lower level and a school age playground on the upper level.

Amenities:

· Two play structures and a swing set,

· Picnic shelter,

· Basketball court, and 

· Benches.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the basketball court and play structures.
Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Basketball

(Return to list)
Hurd Stadium

105R Essex Street

Size: 5.0 acres

Parking:  Limited off-street parking with the majority of football spectators parking on the nearby side streets.

Accessibility:  The facility is accessible, although one entrance, accessed from the parking lot, has a steep ramp that may not be wheelchair accessible.  The spectator bleachers are not accessible and neither are the bathroom facilities due to a small step into them.  There are designated handicap parking spaces in the parking lot, which is accessed off of Essex Street.
Amenities:

· Football field with spectator seating,

· Concession stand,

· Bathroom facilities, 

· Locker rooms, and

· Announcing facility.

Best time to visit:  Saturdays in the fall so you can catch a high school football game.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Football and other organized sports

(Return to list)
Innocenti Park

McPherson Drive

Size: 4.0 acres

Parking:  Off-street parking is available.

Accessibility:  Innocenti Park is rated as “Good” for accessibility.  Due to its summer 2008 renovation, the park and its amenities are accessible. 
Comments:  Innocenti Park is a community-wide resource with a lit softball field.  It is located adjacent to the McPherson Youth Center, which has a skate park, street hockey rink and basketball court, in addition to a small building where visitors can play pool or relax on the couches.  All of the youth center’s outdoor areas are lit, making it a popular and safe hangout for children during summer evenings.  Both Innocenti Park and the McPherson Youth Center overlook the upper portion of the Bass River, however, there is no public beach and no swimming in this portion of the river.

Amenities:

· Softball field,

· Skate park,

· Street hockey rink,

· Basketball court,

· Waterfront walkway,

· Benches and picnic tables,

· Bathroom facilities,

· Pay telephone, and

· Water fountain.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the skate park or play softball and basketball.
Activities:

Walk/Hike:  This facility is along a portion of the Bass River Walkway (Information on the Bass River Walkway can be found in the “Parks for Passive Recreation” Inventory).

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: You may see five species of seagulls, Great Blue Herons, Black Crowned Night Herons, and Great and Snowy Egrets feeding in the shallows along the Bass River.  These, along with cormorants and several species of ducks, can often be observed from Green’s Hill.  The trees and thickets on and around Green’s Hill are home to at least 19 wood warbler species that have been recorded on the property during migration.

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Softball, skateboarding and in-line skating, basketball, street hockey

(Return to list)
Kimball Haskell Park/Cove Playground

Cross and Lothrop Streets

Size: 2.0 acres

Parking:  Both on and off street parking.

Accessibility:  The amenities are not located near accessible pathways and there is no pathway from the parking area to the fields or the play structure.  There is no designated handicap parking.  Visitors with physical disabilities may find this park difficult to navigate.
Comments:  This park is widely used for recreation by residents from all over the city.  The flat field is used for t-ball programs and the two tennis courts are the most heavily used courts in the city; with instructional courses offered during summer mornings.  This park is located near the Cove Elementary School.

Amenities:

· Baseball field,

· Basketball court,

· Two tennis courts,

· Volleyball poles,

· Play structure and swing set,

· Water fountain, and

· Benches and picnic tables.

Best time to visit:  All year, weather permitting.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Softball, t-ball, tennis, basketball

(Return to list)
Lynch Park

55 Ober Street
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Size: 16.0 acres

Parking: There is a large parking lot available to park visitors.  Beverly residents park for free, however there is a parking fee for non-residents during the summer season (Memorial Day to Labor Day).

Accessibility: Lynch Park has paved pathways throughout that lead to accessible play structures.  There are several designated handicap parking spaces.  There is a ramp that leads to a sandy/rocky beach.
Comments:  This historic park, a former estate, is the principal community park serving both city residents and Essex County region because of its beauty and unique features.  It has an attractive blend of trees, two beaches, ocean views on three sides, concert shell, carriage house with art guild room, concession stand, and formal Italian Rose Garden.  These features make it a popular site for school groups, weddings, family gatherings, camps, a variety of ceremonies and a host of community events.

Amenities: 
· Two public beaches,
· Sandy volleyball court,
· Two play structures,
· Concession stand,
· Bathroom facilities,
· Water fountain,
· Many picnic tables and benches located throughout the park,
· Concert Shell,
· Carriage House,
· Italian Rose Garden
· Large expanses of grassy areas for impromptu games of soccer, kickball, frisbee, etc
Best time to visit:  Spring, summer or fall; the roads into the park are plowed during the winter, but the walking paths may be impassable during winter months due to snow accumulation.  Lynch Park has one of the most popular sledding hills in Beverly.  Located on a peninsula, the park gets nice breezes in the summer, but can be very chilly in the winter right near the water.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: Flat paved walkways make for easy walking

Cycling: A good place for teaching young children how to ride a bicycle.

Bird Watch: Winter brings a host of interesting waterfowl to the coastal waters.

View Wildlife:  Marine life in the tide pools along the stretches of rocky shoreline are popular places to look for hermit crabs, periwinkle snails, sea stars and other marine critters.

View Wildflowers: A number of trees in the park are identified with labels.

Active Recreation: Swimming, pick-up soccer and softball, Frisbee, etc.

For more information, please visit: http://www.bevrec.com/lynchpark.html
(Return to list)
Lyons Park/Dane Street Beach

93 Lothrop Street
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Size: 7.0 acres

Parking:  There is a small parking lot as well as ample street parking.

Accessibility:  Approximately one third of the benches in Lyons Park and Dane Street Beach are located along accessible pathways.  Unfortunately, access to the play structure is problematic.  There are two designated handicap parking spaces in the parking lot, which includes an aisle for van accessibility.  The beach itself is accessible by a ramp, but caution is suggested due to sand that settles on the ramp.
Comments:  The community heavily uses this attractive waterfront park.  The beach overlooks Beverly Harbor and Salem’s waterfront.  Lifeguards during the summer make this a safe place to swim.  The large expanse of lawn between the street and the beach is a great place to picnic, relax or play impromptu games of soccer, softball and frisbee while enjoying the sea breeze.  The hill overlooking the harbor has picnic tables tucked among the trees, providing a secluded place to enjoy a picnic with a view.

Amenities:  

· Public beach,

· Play structure, swing set and tire swing,

· Picnic tables and benches,

· Water fountain, and

· Volleyball poles.

Best time to visit:  The park is open year-round.  However, the winter cold along the waterfront can be chilly.  The most popular time to visit is in the summer.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: This area is very popular for its leisurely strolls along the beach with an amazing view of the harbor.

Cycle: While cycling in the park is difficult due to pedestrians and sunbathers, Lothrop Street is an extremely popular route for cyclists.

Bird Watch:  Throughout the year, look for herring and black-backed gulls, cormorants, ducks and Canada geese in the water.  Mocking birds, house sparrows and crows frequent the trees.  In the spring, summer and fall, check the beach for ruddy turnstones and migrating shorebirds.  Scan the water for mergansers and migrating terns and look for goldfinches in the trees.  The winter is the best time for seeing buffleheads, brant and an occasional loon in the water.  Special visitors in late December have included seven-swans-a-swimming.

View Wildlife:  In the winter, keep your eyes peeled for the occasional seal.  In the summer and fall, look for dragonflies and butterflies.

View Wildflowers:  Formal plantings provide vibrant summer color.

Active Recreation: Swimming

(Return to list)
Obear Park

Upland Road
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Size: 8.0 acres

Parking:  Parking is available off-street in a parking lot adjacent to the park.

Accessibility:  Obear Park’s topography is hilly and much of it is not accessible.  However, the play structures and tennis and basketball courts are accessible.  The parking lot is level and paved, but there is no designated handicap parking.  
Comments:  The scenic views of the Danvers River and the natural landscaping throughout the site make it a popular destination for both the residents of Ryal Side and of the entire community.  Public swimming is allowed, but there is no lifeguard on duty so you swim at your own risk.

Amenities:

· Public beach,

· Play structure and swing set,

· Baseball field,

· Basketball court,

· Two tennis courts, and

· Benches.

Best time to visit:  Year-round, but especially during the warmer months so you can enjoy the beach or play basketball, baseball or tennis.

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  N/A

Cycle:   N/A

Bird Watch:  Bird viewing is best in the spring and summer.  However, there are year-round bird viewing opportunities.  A few edge thickets and fringe mature hardwoods (Oak, Ash, Maple) are good habitat.  This park can be a resting place for migratory birds in the spring and is also a year round home for common songbirds.  Shorebirds are often present feeding on the exposed mudflats, especially in the spring and fall.  Winter on the river may find an occasional coastal sea duck, such as a bufflehead, red-breasted merganser, common goldeneye and common loon.

View Wildlife:  This property provides access to the Danvers River, west of the Kernwood Bridge.  Mudflats filled with mussel beds (shellfish are NOT safe to eat) are accessible at low tide.  As the tide comes in, the area is good for light tackle fishing, which can yield schoolie (and an occasional keeper) striped bass between June and September.

View Wildflowers:  N/A
Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball, tennis

(Return to list)
Sally Milligan Park

Cross Lane or Bonad Road
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Size: Approximately 76 acres

Parking:  There is limited parking available near the soccer field off of Cross Lane.  There are three spaces on Boyles Street at the entrance to the park near the commemorative marker. Some on street parking is available as well.

Accessibility:  Sally Milligan Park, due to the woods and steep terrain, is not accessible.  The trails are not accessible and there are no designated handicap parking spaces.

Comments:  Sally Milligan Park was a gift to the citizens of Beverly from Hugh Taylor Birch who gave the original thirty-one acres to the city in 1933.  He intended the park to be a memorial to his mother, Sally Milligan Birch.  Mr. Birch wanted the park to be a place where residents of Beverly, especially women and children, could go and enjoy and learn from nature.  He conveyed his instructions for the care of the park as follows:

	“I am presenting a Deed of land for a park as a memorial to my beloved mother Sally Milligan Birch to be used and occupied as a park for the benefit and enjoyment especially of the women and children of Beverly without presenting to you any directions as to the use of the same by the city and its inhabitants but wishing you to know that I have full faith and confidence that you will see to it constantly that the women and children frequenting the park will receive special care and protection from motor driving and other machinery which are liable to cause accidents or injuries.  And that the beautiful trees, shrubs and flowers now growing upon and adjoining the lands of the park may be retained for the education and enjoyment of the growing children and others who visit the park and constantly renewed in the long time to come in a way to imitate nature as near as possible.”


In 1999, the City of Beverly purchased an additional fifteen acres from the Santin family, with assistance from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Essex County Greenbelt Association.

Amenities:
· Soccer Field, and

· Trail Network

Best time to visit:  Year-round

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  The undulating, varied terrain and bold granite outcrops and boulders of Sally Milligan Park makes for interesting short walks.   From either the Bonad Street or Cross Lane entrances you can follow one of three major woodland trails, marked with white, blue, and red blazes.  These go through a forest dominated by red oak and white pine, past small wetlands, old stonewalls, and up to the mysteriously-named Snake Hill.  Boulders scattered along the trails are covered with ferns and wildflowers.  The Meadow Trail leads from the Blue or White trails through a sunny meadow that borders one of the largest wetlands in this part of Beverly. 
Cycle:  Cycling is not prohibited in Sally Milligan, however, please be aware of park visitors on foot.

Bird Watch: The forest harbors woodland birds that occur in eastern Massachusetts forests, e.g., Downy Woodpecker, Black-capped Chickadee, White-Breasted Nuthatch, Tufted Titmouse, American Robin, Blue Jay, Red-eyed Vireo and Pine Warbler.  Listen for the “pee o wee” of the Eastern Wood Pewee during the summer.  The meadow provides habitat for a different assortment of birds: Song Sparrows, American goldfinches, Eastern Towhee, Gray Catbird, Yellow Warblers and Red-tailed Hawks.  Look for the hawks perched on the power lines where they constantly scan the meadow for the small mammals upon which they feed.

View Wildlife:  The wetlands within the forest contain one certified vernal pool, which serves as a springtime breeding pool for Spotted Salamanders.

View Wildflowers:  The forest on Sally Milligan is relatively dry second growth dominated by red oak and white pine.  Look for the beautiful stands of mature white pine, some of which reach impressive sizes.  The shrubs of the under story include huckleberries, blueberries, and sweet pepperbush.  The forest floor is carpeted with wildflowers such as Canada mayflower, pink lady’s slippers, partridgeberry, flowering wintergreen and wild sarsaparilla.

Active Recreation: Hiking

(Return to list)
Sam Carattu Park/Park Street Playground

Park and Roundy Streets
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Size: 1.5 acres

Parking:  There is a limited amount of parking available in a small parking lot behind the Dunkin Donuts on Elliott Street.

Accessibility:  Sam Carattu Park has an accessible pathway to the play structures.  However, there are no access routes to the fields or courts located within the park.  The parking lot has one designated handicap spot.
Comments:  This park, located in a neighborhood of multi-family homes, was renovated in the early 2000s.  The park experiences heavy usage, especially during the summer months when a softball league uses the field.

Amenities:

· Play structure and swing set,

· Basketball court,

· Softball field,

· Bocci court, and

· Benches.

Best time to visit:  The warmer months so visitors can take advantage of all of the playground equipment or play a pick-up game of basketball.

Activities:

Walk/Hike:  N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Basketball, Softball

(Return to list)
Vittori Park/Brown Park

Conant and Cabot Streets

Size: 2.5 acres

Parking:  On-street parking only.

Accessibility:  Elements of play structures are accessible, but the structures themselves are not located adjacent to accessible pathways.  There is no designated handicap parking, although there is a gravel pathway from Cabot Street into the park that is accessible.
Comments:  This park is heavily-utilized during the Little League baseball season, but also provides other recreational opportunities throughout the year.  Vittori Park is located on the corner of two busy streets, so safety can be a concern.

Amenities:

· Play structure and swing set,

· Baseball field,

· Basketball court,

· Spectator seating and dugouts,

· Water fountain and benches.

Best time to visit:  Warmer months, spring, summer and fall.  Visit during a summer evening and you may catch a baseball game.

Activities:

Walk/Hike: N/A

Cycle: N/A

Bird Watch: N/A

View Wildlife: N/A

View Wildflowers: N/A

Active Recreation: Baseball, basketball
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