City of Beverly
Community Preservation Committee
Planning Department
191 Cabot Street, City Hall

Dear Beverly Resident & Tax Payer, November 2013

In the November 2012 election Beverly voters adopted the Community Preservation Act (CPA).
The CPA establishes a local, dedicated fund for the purpose of undertaking open space, historic
preservation, community housing and outdoor recreation projects. The fund is financed by a
property tax surcharge along with annual disbursements from a statewide CPA Trust Fund. The
enclosed Taxpayer Information Guide explains how the surcharge is calculated, whether you are
eligible for exemptions, and how to apply for exemptions with the Assessor’s Office.

Implementation of the CPA is undertaken by the Beverly Community Preservation Committee
(CPC), as established by Ordinance passed by the City Council in July of this year. The CPC is
composed of nine appointed representatives from various City boards and commissions, as well
as community at-large appointments made by the City Council. The CPC’s duties include:

> Develop guidelines to provide criteria by which CPA projects are evaluated for eligibility
and funding;

> Hold at least one public hearing per year to review the criteria and study the needs,
possibilities and resources of the City regarding community preservation;

> Review project applications to determine eligibility for funding;

» Make recommendations to the City Council as to which projects to fund;

» Prepare an annual CPA budget for City Council approval.

The CPC has been meeting regularly since August to draft the evaluation criteria. Its public
meeting schedule, agendas and meeting minutes are available on the City’s website. The draft
criteria will be complete by the end of November, and a public hearing is tentatively scheduled
for Thursday, December 12, 2013. Notification of the hearing will be published in the Salem News
and on the City website. Public input on the evaluation criteria will help the CPC craft a program
that responds to our community’s needs. Your participation is welcome and appreciated.

The CPC hopes that the enclosed flyer is helpful in explaining some of the details of the CPA
surcharge, which will appear in the next tax bill. In the meantime, you are encouraged to visit the
CPC website for more information. Go to www.beverlyma.gov, click on Boards & Commissions
and then Community Preservation Committee.

Sincerely Yours,
‘ {’/{&&fﬁ}?{}ﬂ&.&/ |

Wendy Pearl
Chairperson for the Beverly Community Preservation Committee
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